LF COAST

In August of 2000, families of children with Down syndrome came together from across

the Gulf Coast to offer support, information and encouragement to one another. As | sat

in the floor, holding my three month old son, | was overwhelmed with gratitude that these
parents had all come out on a Saturday morning to share their experiences. Watching these

children play, as typical children do, | was given a brief glimpse of what a dazzling future
Noah Duffy  that lie ahead for our family and for our son. Needless to say, | left that first meeting with an
abounding sense of peace and a heart full of hope.

Out of that first informal support group meeting, grew the Gulf Coast Down Syndrome Society (GCDSS). In
2004, the group was formally incorporated and became a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization recognized by
the State of Mississippi and the Internal Revenue Service. The purpose of GCDSS is to build a supportive
network for families and individuals with Down syndrome to share information, strength, and hope. It is our
mission to ensure that all individuals with Down syndrome have the opportunity to achieve their full potential
in community life. It is also our goal to provide children and adults with Down syndrome a peer group in
which they can form lifelong friendships.

In addition to our regular support group meetings, which are held on the second Saturday of each month,
we also host various social and educational events throughout the year. This past year, our organization
has grown to a whole new level thanks to the introduction of our new website, www.gcdss.org. We have
a wealth of information and resources available online. Furthermore, the website has increased our
communication with new parents and advocacy efforts on behalf of individuals with disabilities. Please
visit our website regularly to remain informed of activities that GCDSS has planned throughout the year.

It is with much gratitude to all those volunteers that make this organization possible that we dedicate this

2010 Gulf Coast Down Syndrome Calendar.
Sincerely,

Kim Duffy
Noah’s Mom & Founder of GCDSS
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