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What is
Down syndrome?

Down syndrome is the genetic con-
dition resulting when a baby is born
with three, rather than the usual
two, copies of chromosome 21.
Because there are three copies of
chromosome 21, Down syndrome is
also called Trisomy 21. In a small
percentage of cases, there is only
an additional part of chromosome
21. The cause of the extra chromo-
some (or part) is still unknown.
This extra genetic material affects
the cognition and development of
the child, but is not a blueprint that
determines his or her potential, suc-
cess or inability to lead a fulfilling,
meaningful life.
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What is the mission of the Gulf
Coast Down Syndrome Society?

The purpose of the Gulf Coast Down Syn-
drome Society is to build a supportive network
for families and individuals with Down syn-
drome to share information, strength, and hope.
It is our mission to ensure that all people with
Down syndrome have the opportunity to
achieve their full potential in community life.
At the same time, it is our goal to provide chil-
dren and adults with a Down syndrome peer
group in which they can form lifelong friend-
ships. Parents, family members, individuals
with Down syndrome, and anyone else inter-
ested in learning more are welcome to attend
any of the events sponsored by GCDSS.

How does GCDSS achieve
the mission?

The Board of Directors for the Gulf
Coast Down Syndrome Society
meet monthly to discuss various
issues and projects. The Support
Group meetings are scheduled for
every second Saturday (unless
noted differently on our website)
and hosted by members of GCDSS.
In addition, we host other informa-
tive programs for our members,
their friends/family, and profession-
als. Our main public awareness
event is our annual Buddy Walk®,
a one-mile fun walk, intended to
highlight Down Syndrome Aware-
ness Month. Please visit our web-
site, www.GCDSS.org for the latest
schedules and information as well
as register to become a member.
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